CONSTABULARY (IRELAND). 



COPY of Instructions issued by the Inspector-General of Constabulary, for 
the Guidance of the Constabulary Force acting under the Provisions of the 
Act 17 & 18 Viet., cap. 89. 



Instructions for the Guidance of Officers, Head and other Constables, employed 
in carrying into execution the Provisions of the 13th Section, Spirit (Ireland) 

Act, and the 1 & 2 Will. 4. c. 55. 

1. By the 13th section of the Spirit Act, it is enacted, that whenever the Lord- 17 & i8Vict.,c.8g. 
Lieutenant shall order and direct any portion of the Constabulary Force to act 

in the suppression of offences against the laws relating to illicit distillation in 
Ireland, it shall be lawful for the county inspectors, sub-inspectors, head and 
other constables within the counties, towns, &c., named in such order, to exercise 
all the powers and authorities, and to have and possess all the privileges granted 
to officers of Excise by the 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 55, in searching for private stills, 
spirits, and malt, &c., as therein set forth, and in arresting and detecting persons 
discovered in the place where private making of wort, wash, potale, or distillation 
of spirits, or making of malt, is being carried on. 

2. And his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant having been pleased to order and 
direct that the constabulary force within the county and district named at the 
head of these instructions, shall be so employed, it becomes necessary to call the 

particular attention of the officers and men stationed therein to the provisions of 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 55. 

the Spirit Act, and to the extracts of the 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 55, herewith trans- W 

mitted for their information and guidance ; and strongly to enforce upon them ' p,rl c 

the necessity for their studying with care and attention the several provisions of 

these Acts, with the view to making themselves thoroughly acquainted with the 

exact nature of the important office they are called on to perform, and the extent 

of the powers and authorities conferred on them. 

3. In carrying these onerous duties into effect, the utmost circumspection’ 
caution, moderation of manner, and discretion, are hereby strictly enjoined. No 
house, place, or premises should on any account be entered, except on the best 
and most reliable information ; for, if it shall be proved that any member of 
the force has acted in any respect contrary to the true spirit and intent of this 
order, he will be seriously dealt with; while, on the other hand, the names of 
those who shall evince the greatest amount of zeal, efficiency, and success, will 
be brought under the consideration of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue. 

4. Whenever it shall come to the knowledge of any head or other constable, 
or be shall have cause to suspect, or shall receive information, that any of the 
offences recited in the above Act of 1 & 2 Will. 4 is being carried on, he will, if 
time admit, report the same to his officer, and receive his instructions thereon; 
but if time do not permit, he will in such case (if he be in charge of the station) 
act upon his own responsibility ; or if not in charge, then, under the guidance of 
his senior head or other constable, as the case may be. 

5. Although, by the 18th section of the last, named Act, Excise officers are 
fully empowered to enter by day or by night all suspected houses or places 
without a warrant, to search for any private or concealed still, or vessels used in 
illicit distillation, or any spirits, low wines, kc., preparing or prepared for dis- 
tillation, or for any illegally made malt, corn, or grain, this power should not be 
exercised unless the suspicion or information be such as will fully justify the act ; 
for it is to be borne in mind that by the latter part of the same section, it is the 
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actual finding of any of the articles referred to therein, that will be a full justifi- 
cation, in the event of their proceedings being called in question. Therefore 
the more prudent and advisable course will be, in all doubtful cases, to obtain a 
magistrate’s warrant as directed by the 17th section of the Act in question. 

6 . Whenever any seizure has been made, or person arrested, charged with 
illicit practices, a detailed report of the same is to be made by the district officer 
to head-quarters, accompanied by a return of the names of the parties arrested 
&c., the description and quantity of the articles so seized, and how disposed of. * 

1&3 Will. 4 , 0 . 55 . 7. If articles seized cannot be removed to a place of safety, their destruction 

is authorised by the 20th section of the same Act. In such cases an accurate 
inventory is to be taken of the articles so destroyed, signed by all the men on 
duty, and the seizure is to be reported as above directed. 

8 . Periodical Reports are to be made by the Inspector of the county of all 
measures taken towards the suppression of illicit distillation, as well as of shebeen 
houses within his jurisdiction. 

Forms of Reports and Returns will be furnished for the above purposes. 

9. As it is not deemed expedient to adopt the practice of what is termed still- 
hunting, i. e., searching for stills without any information, it is not to be resorted 
to unless in cases where there is probable reason to suspect, or that credible 
information has been received, that illicit distillation is being carried on in some 
particular townland or locality, the precise place not being indicated, when a 
search may be made in the same, if there be reasonable prospect of success. 

1 0. The suppression of shebeen houses being of considerable importance, the 
particular attention and exertions of the officers and men are directed to their 
detection and the punishment of the parties concerned. 

17 & 18 Viet., 11. The attention of the force is likewise called to “spirits in transitu,” or in 
e. 8 y, s. 6 . process of being removed from one place to another without a permit, which, in 

all such cases, may be seized, together with the vessel containing the same, and 
the horse or other cattle and cart used in the removal thereof, and the person in 
whose possession or custody the same shall be found, arrested by any officer, 
head or other constable, under the authority of the Spirit Act, or by the officers 
and men employed under the 13th section of the same Act ; in such cases it is 
not of course necessary to report to a superior before acting. 

12. All persons arrested or detected in any illicit practices are to be brought 
or summoned (as the case may be) before the local justices, to be dealt with 
according to law ; and all seizures when made are to be, as soon as possible, 
delivered over to the Excise officer most convenient to the spot, as directed by the 
Spirit Act, whose receipt is to be taken for the same. 

13. When an auxiliary force is sent into a county to aid in the suppression of 
illicit distillation, its duties are not to be confined exclusively to Excise offences ; 
those offences are to be taken cognizance of by the whole of the men of the district 
or station to which the auxiliary force is sent ; and such auxiliary force will in like 
manner assist in the performance of the general duties of the place where stationed. 
A distinct pay list is however to be kept of such auxiliary force by the district 
officers concerned. A separate estimate is also to be made and forwarded in the 
usual way to the receiver. 

D. M‘ Gregor, 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, Inspector-General. 

14 December 1854. 
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Addenda to Instructions for the Constabulary acting under the I3th Section 
of the Spirit (Ireland) Act. 

14. In cases where the distance of a petty sessions at which parties shall 
have been prosecuted for illegal practices shall be distant more than five miles 
from the most convenient officer or supervisor of Excise, it is directed that any 
quantity of spirits under two gallons, and all vessels, stills, &c., except as herein- 
after mentioned, which shall be seized and become forfeited, shall be destroyed 
in the presence of the sub-inspector (or in his absence, of the head constable) of 
the district, who will certify accordingly on the return in which such seizures 
are required to be entered. The name of the station, and the distance from the 
petty sessions, as well as the name of the most convenient revenue officer, is to 
be entered in the column of remarks. Small vessels, such as jugs, glasses, &c., 
seized in unlicensed houses and forfeited, are, in all cases, to be destroyed, and 
their destruction certified as above ordered. 

The foregoing does not apply to No. 7 of the Instructions issued for the 
Guidance of the Constabulary acting under the 13th Section of the Spirit (Ireland) 

^ Ct ' D. M‘Gregor, 

Inspector-General. 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 

1 January 1855. 
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